
Update on IATO Activities (Saturday 1st 

January to Saturday, 15th January 2022) 

Dear Members 

Greetings  

Please find appended relevant activities of our association for the 

period (Saturday 1st January to Saturday, 15th January 2022) 

Segments covered are 

1. Communication / Letters that addressed key issues 

2. Webinars/ Panel 

Discussions/Circulars/Meetings/Chapter news 

3. Media Coverage 

4. Chapter News 

Request your feedback to further the content of our weekly report.   

1. Communication / Letters that addressed 

key issues 

Segment 1 update sequence by date:11,14 January 

Tuesday, 11th January 

IATO made an appeal to Hon’ble Shri Narendra Modi ji, Prime 
Minister of India that for the international travellers coming from 
non-high risk countries and who have taken both the doses of 
vaccines and have uploaded a negative COVID-19 RT-PCR report of 
the testing done within 72 hrs prior to undertaking the journey, 
should not be quarantined for 7 days. After thermal screening is 
done upon arrival at the airport in India and no symptoms found, 
they should be allowed to leave the airport and international 
travellers who are coming from high risk countries, they may be 
home quarantined for 7 days. This will encourage some 
international travellers to travel to India and there might be some 
business for survival. 
 
Further IATO requested the Government to think seriously to help 
the small and medium tour operators with the financial support so 
that they could survive till the time inbound tourism business was 
revived. This could be done based on the last turnover of the 
company in 2019-20 and that at least 75% of the wages paid in the 
financial year 20019-20, could be given as one time grant.  
 
Financial support to tour operators was required so that the tour 

operators do not close their offices and continue their business with 



their experience staff after the Covid - 19 is controlled and tourism 

is back to business  

A copy of the letter was marked to A. Minister of Home Affairs B. 
Minister for Finance, C. Minister of Commerce and Industry D. 
Minister for Health and Family Welfare, E. Minister of Tourism & 
Culture, F. Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, G. Secretary, Finance 
Services, H. Secretary (Revenue), I. Secretary Commerce, J. Secretary 
(Tourism), K. Secretary, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, 
Government of India,  
  
 

 Request to open window for selling of duty scrips by the 
tour operators 

 

IATO resent a copy of the letter dated 27th December to Mr. Amit 
Yadav, Director General, Directorate General of Foreign Trade and 
reiterated its request to give necessary directives to the concerned 
authorities to open the window for sale of duty scrips so that tour 
operators can sell the scrips on available genuine market rates as 
in 2015-18 period. This is important as IATO members were facing 
liquidity crunch and the brokers were taking undue advantage of 
this situation & playing into the nerves of IATO members and 
guiding towards hoarding of scrips for profits.  
  

A copy of the letter was marked to A. Deputy Director General  
Directorate General of Foreign Trade, B. Deputy Secretary Ministry 
of Commerce and C. Director General, Service Export Promotion 
Council 
 

Friday, 14th   January 

 IATO requested Mr. Rajinder Nath, General Manager Sales 
& Marketing, Air India Ltd for full refund of airfare for the 
bookings being cancelled by the tour operators for travel 
to Leh, Ladakh 

 

Due to upsurge in Covid -19 Cases and detection of Omicron 

variant, state government were taking suitable measures and 

stringent action to curb spread of Covid. In this regard, DDMA, Leh 

had issued orders by suspending all tourism activities and other 

winter events in Ladakh.   

IATO requested Air India that in view of the above, some of our 

members who have booked flights for their clients for travel to Leh 

but owing to suspension of tourism activities, Air India should make 

full refund of cancellations being made by the tour operators 

without any cancellations charges.  

A copy of orders issued by the Chairman DDMA, Leh dated 22nd 

December 2021 was attached. 



A copy of the letter was marked to Executive Director, Commercial 

Air India Limited 

 

2. Webinars/ Panel 

Discussions/Circulars/Meetings 

Segment 2 update sequence by date:3,4,5,6,7,8,9,11            

January 

Monday, 3rd January 

All Members were informed of the Extension of Last Date for 
Submitting applications for Scrip based FTP Schemes. 
  
A copy of Notification no. 48/2015-2020 dated 31st December 2021 
issued by Department of Commerce, Ministry of Commerce & 
Industry, Govt. of India, was attached, which is self-explanatory. 

 Notification_No_48_dt_31_12_2021_English.pdf 
 

Tuesday,4th January 

 All Members (Tour Operators & Travel Agents) were informed 
on the Taj Hotels Promo code for discounted rates for IATO 
Members 

  
Individual accounts with Promo Code are being created by Taj 
Hotels and members will hear on this from IATO soon. 
 
The offer is especially for the IATO members and in case if 
membership is cancelled or suspended due to any reason including 
non-payment of membership, the facility of promo code by Taj 
Hotels would be withdrawn. This would also include members who 
do not renew their membership pending for the financial year 2020-
21 and 2021-22 (which would be automatically renewed once a 
member paid his/her’s annual subscription for the financial year 
2020-21). 

 Wednesday, 5th January 
All Members were informed on the World Expo Dubai – Live 

streaming of sessions on Tourism moderated and presented by IATO 

 6th January 2022 (Thursday) at 1630 hours – Session on 
Incredible India: Fascinating experiences of royal legacies. This 
session was moderated and presented by Mr. Pronab Sarkar, 
Immediate Past President IATO with a presentation on the 
subject. 

 
 

 

https://iato.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=D440455&e=13A1154&c=ECC31&t=0&l=22C9FD7D&email=9A0DsIkLKs%2B0yHlML%2B4nLw%3D%3D&seq=1


Thursday, 6th January 

 Dubai Expo: Session Speaker Advisory for “Incredible India: 

Fascinating Experiences of the Royal Legacies”, Jan 6th at 

4:30 PM IST 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Friday, 7th January 

 All Members, were given the link to download the PDF version 
of IATO Speaks - Special Edition of 36th IATO Annual 
Convention held in Gandhinagar, Gujarat.  

https://wetransfer.com/downloads/f1a24c3457651aae187629162441e2cb20220107051731/ea8c5c606f7cda

550b257e6ae7090aed20220107051759/eec745  

  

Saturday,8th January 

 A Session on “North East India as an ideal destination of 

Tourism, post COVID” was held on Saturday, the 8th January 

2022 at 11 am. Mr. Rajiv Mehra, President IATO spoke during 

the session virtually.  

 

 

 

 8th January 2022 (Saturday) at 1600 hours titled “Discover 
Incredible India - Connecting with Culture, Heritage and 
Spirituality. This session was moderated by Mr. Ravi Gosain, 
Vice President with a presentation on the subject. 

https://iato.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=D48B8A9&e=13A72BB&c=ECC31&t=0&l=22C9FD7D&email=9A0DsIkLKs%2B0yHlML%2B4nLw%3D%3D&seq=1
https://iato.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=D48B8A9&e=13A72BB&c=ECC31&t=0&l=22C9FD7D&email=9A0DsIkLKs%2B0yHlML%2B4nLw%3D%3D&seq=1


 

 

 

Sunday 9th January 

 36th IATO Annual Convention was a grand success 

             https://safariplus.co.in/36th-iato-annual-convention-was-a-grand-success 

 

Tuesday, 11th January 

 All Members were apprised of the Responsible Tourism 
Recommendations at the 36th IATO Annual Convention made 
by RTSOI 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://safariplus.co.in/36th-iato-annual-convention-was-a-grand-success


3.   Media Coverage 

Segment 3 update sequence by date:1,3,4,14,15 January 

Saturday,1st     January 

 

Monday, 3rd January 

 



 

 IATO appeals to the government to implement One Nation, 

One Travel Policy for international travellers  

               https://ettravelworld.com/s/bx5rcmv 

 

 

Tuesday,4th January 

 

 

 

 

 

https://ettravelworld.com/s/bx5rcmv


Friday, 14th   January 

 
 

 IATO writes to Prime Minister seeking his help to avert 

financial crisis facing the industry  

https://www.travelturtle.world/news/iato-writes-to-prime-minister-seeking-his-help-to-

avert-financial-crisis-facing-the-industry-2/ 

 President on the Budget recommendations by IATO 

 

 

https://www.travelturtle.world/news/iato-writes-to-prime-minister-seeking-his-help-to-avert-financial-crisis-facing-the-industry-2/
https://www.travelturtle.world/news/iato-writes-to-prime-minister-seeking-his-help-to-avert-financial-crisis-facing-the-industry-2/


Saturday, 15th January  

 Tour-operators write to PM for quarantine waiver, financial 

aid 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/tour-operators-write-to-pm-for-quarantine-waiver-financial-

aid-773735/ 

 IATO writes to Prime Minister seeking his help to avert 
financial crisis facing the industry 

https://www.bottindia.com/iato-writes-to-prime-minister-seeking-his-help-to-avert-financial-crisis-

facing-the-industry/ 

 IATO writes to PM Modi for announcement of SEIS benefits 
for 2019-20 

https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/india/iato-writes-to-pm-modi-for-announcement-of-seis-

benefits-for-2019-20-6023751.html 

 IATO seeks PM Modi’s help to avert financial crisis facing the 
industry 

https://www.hotelierindia.com/business/iato-seeks-pm-modis-help-to-avert-financial-crisis-facing-

the-industry 

 IATO seeks Prime Minister’s help to prevent financial crisis 
facing the industry 

http://bwhotelier.businessworld.in/article/IATO-seeks-Prime-Minister-s-help-to-prevent-financial-

crisis-facing-the-industry/14-01-2022-417722/ 

 India Tour Operators Plead for Help Now with Financial 
Crisis 

https://eturbonews.com/3014417/india-tour-operators-plead-for-help-now-with-financial-crisis/ 

 IATO Seeks Prime Minister’s Intervention To Avert Financial 

Crisis Facing The Industry 
https://www.traveltrendstoday.in/news/tato/item/10599-iato-seeks-prime-minister-s-intervention-

to-avert-financial-crisis-facing-the-industry 

 Apex inbound tourism body seeks PM’s intervene to avert 
unprecedented financial crisis 

https://www.whereabouts.in/apex-inbound-tourism-body-seeks-pms-intervene-to-avert-

unprecedented-financial-crisis/ 

 टूर ऑपरेटर्स ने पीएम मोदी को लिखा पत्र, क्वारंटाइन छूट के र्ाथ रखी ये मांगे 

https://www.gnttv.com/india/story/tour-operators-wrote-letter-prime-minister-narendra-

modi-regarding-quarantine-exemption-333540-2022-01-15 
 

 India Tour Operators Plead for Help Now with Financial 

Crisis 

https://www.newsbreak.com/news/2486216375640/india-tour-operators-plead-for-help-

now-with-financial-crisis 

 IATO seeks PM Intervention 
http://www.uniindia.com/iato-seeks-pm-intervention/west/news/2621114.html 

 
 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/tour-operators-write-to-pm-for-quarantine-waiver-financial-aid-773735/
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/tour-operators-write-to-pm-for-quarantine-waiver-financial-aid-773735/
https://www.bottindia.com/iato-writes-to-prime-minister-seeking-his-help-to-avert-financial-crisis-facing-the-industry/
https://www.bottindia.com/iato-writes-to-prime-minister-seeking-his-help-to-avert-financial-crisis-facing-the-industry/
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/india/iato-writes-to-pm-modi-for-announcement-of-seis-benefits-for-2019-20-6023751.html
https://www.moneycontrol.com/news/india/iato-writes-to-pm-modi-for-announcement-of-seis-benefits-for-2019-20-6023751.html
https://www.hotelierindia.com/business/iato-seeks-pm-modis-help-to-avert-financial-crisis-facing-the-industry
https://www.hotelierindia.com/business/iato-seeks-pm-modis-help-to-avert-financial-crisis-facing-the-industry
http://bwhotelier.businessworld.in/article/IATO-seeks-Prime-Minister-s-help-to-prevent-financial-crisis-facing-the-industry/14-01-2022-417722/
http://bwhotelier.businessworld.in/article/IATO-seeks-Prime-Minister-s-help-to-prevent-financial-crisis-facing-the-industry/14-01-2022-417722/
https://eturbonews.com/3014417/india-tour-operators-plead-for-help-now-with-financial-crisis/
https://www.traveltrendstoday.in/news/tato/item/10599-iato-seeks-prime-minister-s-intervention-to-avert-financial-crisis-facing-the-industry
https://www.traveltrendstoday.in/news/tato/item/10599-iato-seeks-prime-minister-s-intervention-to-avert-financial-crisis-facing-the-industry
https://www.whereabouts.in/apex-inbound-tourism-body-seeks-pms-intervene-to-avert-unprecedented-financial-crisis/
https://www.whereabouts.in/apex-inbound-tourism-body-seeks-pms-intervene-to-avert-unprecedented-financial-crisis/
https://www.gnttv.com/india/story/tour-operators-wrote-letter-prime-minister-narendra-modi-regarding-quarantine-exemption-333540-2022-01-15
https://www.gnttv.com/india/story/tour-operators-wrote-letter-prime-minister-narendra-modi-regarding-quarantine-exemption-333540-2022-01-15
https://www.newsbreak.com/news/2486216375640/india-tour-operators-plead-for-help-now-with-financial-crisis
https://www.newsbreak.com/news/2486216375640/india-tour-operators-plead-for-help-now-with-financial-crisis
http://www.uniindia.com/iato-seeks-pm-intervention/west/news/2621114.html


 

4. Chapter News 

Segment 4 update sequence by date:5,6,7,8,14 January 

Wednesday, 5th January 

“Today the IATO AGM was held as per schedule despite heavy snow fall. We 

conducted the business smoothly and meeting ended with a good spirit. IATO 

also recognised the work carried out by our senior members in the last 4/5 

decades and they were Felicitated. Complete details will be shared thru mail” 

Nasir Shah  

 

 

 

Thursday, 6th January 

 India is a luxury destination by virtue: Prateek Hira at 

Tourism Fortnight in Expo 2020 Dubai. 

https://ettravelworld.com/s/agc8bfv 

 

 

https://ettravelworld.com/s/agc8bfv


Friday, 7th January 

 

 

 TOURISM MEETING CONDUCTED UNDER CHIEF MINISTER, DY CM, 

PRINCIPAL SECRETARY AND OTHER HIGH GOVT OFFICIALS 

LEADERSHIP IN DEC, MEMBERS CALLED FOR MEETING 

 

 Manmeet Singh felicitated as a key speaker 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday,8th January 

Mr Nirmalya Chaudhary moderating at the Session on “North East 

India as an ideal destination of Tourism, post COVID” was held on 

Saturday, the 8th January 2022 at 11 am  

 

Friday, 14th   January 

 


