Update on IATO Activities
(Friday,1°t October to Friday, 15" October 2021)

Dear Members,
Greetings !

Please find appended relevant activities of our association for the
period (Friday,1st October to Friday, 15t October 2021)

Segments covered are

1. Communication / Letters that addressed key issues

2. Webinars/ Panel
Discussions/Circulars/Meetings/Chapter news

3. Media Coverage

4. Chapter News

Request your feedback to further the content of our weekly report.

1. Communication / Letters that addressed
key issues

Segment 1 update sequence by date:8 October

Friday, 8" October

» IATO thanked Mr. Arvind Singh, Secretary (Tourism) on
the Government announcing resumption of Tourist Visa

On behalf of the members of Indian Association of Tour Operators (IATO) and
the entire tourism industry, President IATO thanked Secretary Tourism for
supporting IATO and the industry for strongly recommending to PMO and the
MHA for resuming tourist visa which MHA announced on the 7t of
October. This could happen with the cohesive and tireless efforts and strongly
putting up the case by Secretary Tourism, DG (Tourism), ADG (Tourism), JS
(Tourism) and the entire team in the Ministry, which resulted in this positive
decision by the Ministry of Home Affairs.

IATO thanked the Hon’ble Prime Minister, Hon’ble Home Minister, Hon’ble
Tourism Minister and the Hon’ble Tourism Minister of States for taking this
decision and making the announcements.

IATO put forward immediate steps for favourable consideration: -

1.Ministry of Civil Aviation be requested to resume international flight
operation and all airlines should be allowed to start operating their regular
passenger flights as per bilateral agreement that was in place before March
2020 so that foreign tourists who want to visit our country can book their
tickets. Presently only bubble flights were operating to/from our country, the
cost of air ticket was very high and normally seats were not available. Therefore,
it was essential that normal international flight operation to/from our country



resumed and air fares became viable for the tourists to choose India for holiday
purposes.

2. A request was made to make Visa Fee exemption more practical and
beneficial, free E-visa to be extended to all foreign tourists applying for 30 days’
visa till 31st March 2023 and it should not be limited to first 5 lakh tourists.
This would send positive message globally that India is serious and will
encourage foreign tourists to travel to India.

A copy of the letter was marked to A. Director General (Tourism) B.
Additional Director General (Tourism) and C. Joint Secretary
(Tourism), Ministry of Tourism, Government of India

Tuesday ,12'" October
> IATO INPUTS/SUGGESTIONS FOR REVIVAL OF
TOURISM AFTER THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF OPENING
OF TOURIST VISA FROM 15™ OCTOBER AND 15™
NOVEMBER 2021 RESPECTIVELY TO ALLOW
FOREIGN TOURISTS TO INDIA

As the situation in our country is improving day by day and is becoming
conducive for the inbound tourism to start, it is now announced by
Ministry of Home Affairs to open E-tourist visa from 15th October, 2021
for Charter flights and from 15th November, 2021 for regular tourists. This
announcement has brought huge hope amongst the stake holders to revive
their tourism business. It is very much needed for the tour operators who
are doing inbound tourism business and are eagerly looking for the
inbound tourism to start.

I. Recommendations for revival of inbound tourism: -

1. As The E-Tourist Visa is going to open now, Ministry of Civil
Aviation be requested to resume international flight operation
and all airlines should be allowed to start operating their regular
passenger flights as per bilateral agreement that was in place
before March 2020 so that foreign tourists who want to visit our
country can book their tickets. Presently only bubble flights are
operating to/from our country, the cost of air ticket is very high
and normally seats are not available. Therefore, it is essential that
normal international flight operation to/from our country is
resumed and air fares become viable for the tourists to choose
India for holiday purposes. Announcement for opening of regular
flights should be made immediately so that lead time is given to
the foreign tour operators/agents to prepare themselves to
promote India packages.

2. As per the press release issued by MHA the Tourist Visa will be
single entry with 30 days validity. Our members have started
getting some queries and FTOs have requested that Tourist Visa
should be of Double Entry with 60 days validity as tourist are
wanting to travel to Nepal, Sri Lanka, Bhutan along with India.

3. To make Visa Fee exemption more practical and beneficial, free
E-visa should be extended to all foreign tourists applying for 30
days visa till 31st March 2023 and it should not be limited to first



5 lakh tourists. Also this should be available exclusively for the
foreign tourists who opt to visit our country for minimum S days.
This will send positive message globally that we are serious and
will encourage foreign tourists to travel to India.

4. A policy could be made by the Ministry that for at least next two
years, all visitors to apply for e-Tourist Visa/Normal Tourist Visa,
should travel through an MoT recognised tour operator and/or
IATO Member.

5. Any person, who has a Covid -19 fully Vaccination
Certificate, should be granted e-Tourist Visa/Normal Tourist Visa
and they should not be asked for RT-PCR test other than
originating country.

6. All others who do not have Vaccination Certificate should be in
possession of RTPCR negative report and test done within 96
hours from the date of arrival in India.

7. All states should be advised to have similar guidelines that any
tourist/traveller who is in possession of vaccination certificate
should be allowed to travel to any State/Union Territory without
insisting on RTPCR test/quarantine.

8. We strongly recommend that e-Tourist Visa should be made
applicable immediately for those arriving by land especially on
India-Nepal Border as our Hon’ble Prime Minister wants to
promote the Buddhist Sector, Buddhist Sector will not be
complete till the client visit Lumbini in Nepal. This is possible
only by Road. Request this should be done before the
International Buddhist Conclave scheduled from 17 -21
November 2021. Please do note that the Buddhist Tourism would
be the first to start.

9. It is also requested that by 15t November 2021, the visas which
were issued earlier, and still remain suspended should be
restored.

10. All the vacant posts especially of the Regional Directors
in Indiatourism Offices should be filled up immediately so that
proper marketing and promotions can be done by them
promoting India as a Safe tourist destination. This will give a
strong message.

11. Marketing and promotion should start immediately through
Social Media platforms and promotion of Incredible India website
where link of IATO website is to be given as in the past which can
generate leads and develop business. Traditional Marketing can
continue.

12. Strong media campaign both electronic and print should be
started with loud and clear message that India Vaccination
programme is very successful and exemplary. We need to send a
strong message to the world to change the perception about India
for image building, positive approach on vaccination being done
across India. Let the entire world know that it is a safe
destination. Two billion doses will be given by the end of the year,
even during the Covid period our mortality was around 15% of
what the western world had and these facts and figures must be
brought to the attention of the world through the Ministry of
Tourism, Ministry of External Affairs and we need to involve the



Embassies and High Commissions. They need to come out with
press conferences and put up these facts and figures in front of
the world. Thus positioning of India through strong messaging
needs to hit the world.

13. All the important tour operator from across the globe should
be invited immediately on Familiarisation tours on different
programs by MOT, because when they come and they are
reassured, they will go back and start selling India with positive
feedback. Similarly, we need to invite leading foreign journalists
and bloggers so that they can see our improvement in safety
measures, medical facilities and showcase India across the globe
by talking about it on their respective channels.

14. Insurance factor has to be incorporated, either the tourists
coming to India should buy the insurance from overseas or they
buy on arrival. We need to protect ourselves.

15. Our Ministry should constitute a high level inter-ministerial
committee including Industry stake holders, which should meet
frequently and take decisions and suitable measure to promote
inbound tourism to our country and increase our market share
which is comparatively far below considering the tourism
infrastructure, and size of our country.

16. Our Ministry should handle the negative advisories and media
reports in foreign land, particularly with the key source markets
as India is being always projected by the foreign media in a
negative manner. The government needs to appoint a PR Agency
on priority to counter such negative issues.

17. Road shows should be planned involving stake holders
recognised by Ministry of Tourism and to start with these should
be organised in Source markets abroad.

18. MOT approved Indian tour operators may be allowed to invite
their principal agents on fam trips, which should be hosted with
funding from MOT.

19. We had earlier recommended to Translate Dekho Aapna Desh
into important foreign languages and should be available on MoT
Website and also link to be given on IATO Website which we can
circulate amongst all our members.

20. Special focus should be given on Women Safety and Security
so that women travellers can be attracted to travel to India and
we should change perception of foreign media about our country.

21. The Brochure support and website marketing support for the
Foreign tour operators is to be given

22. In revised MDA scheme for overseas promotion, criteria of
minimum Rs. 2 crores foreign exchange earning requirement
should be removed. We have written earlier also that this clause
was not there in the draft proposal, which we received from the
Ministry for our inputs. MDA Scheme was introduced for the
benefits of small and medium tour operators to give them
financial support for overseas marketing and promotions through
participation in Road Shows, Sales-cum-study tours, brochure
support etc. Prior to revised MDA Guidelines, all MoT recognised
inbound tour operators were eligible to avail MDA irrespective of
their minimum turnover and there was a cap of upper ceiling of



II.

turnover and not the minimum turnover. Now business of all our
members irrespective of size of their business is almost zero and
all our members will have to start from scratch to reinstate
business for which they will have to do aggressive overseas
marketing through participation in Road Shows, sales trips,
online promotions etc. for which they need to have support from
the Government under MDA Scheme. In case MDA scheme
benefits are not available to tour operators whose turnover is
below Rs. Two crores they will not be able to do any such
promotions and marketing and will not be able to survive. It is,
therefore, once again requested to look into our request
favourably and remove clause of requirement of minimum foreign
exchange earnings of Rs. 2 crores in Revised MDA Guidelines
which has been made applicable from 1st January, 2021. Due
to Pandemic situation it is requested this clause should be set as-
aide for next 3 financial years and relook on the subject after 3
years.

Issues Needs to be taken up with Ministry of Finance and
Ministry of Commerce

22. To compete with our neghbouring countries, we need to

i)

offer competitive packages for which we need support from
the Government with the following:-

We understand in the new foreign trade policy 2021-26, SEIS is

going to be withdrawn under new FTP policy by Ministry of
Commerce. SEIS is a big support for the Tour Operators in
competing with our neighbouring countries which resulted
positive growth in the last 4 years. Tour Operators Services are
not given any ITC refund on their input services and cascading
effect under present GST is also impacted which is a big concern.
Effect of these two factors have made Indian tour packages
costlier than our neighbouring countries, where GST is only 6-
8% and our effective GST on our package tours is 18-23%. SEIS
scrips helped us reducing this big difference by passing on some
benefits of added value to lure foreign tourists to opt India for
their holidays. We, therefore, request that SEIS or similar
support mechanism should continue for the tourism industry in
the new foreign trade policy being formed. However, if Ministry of
Commerce is doing away with the policy and is replaced by
introducing RoDTEP Schemed in placed of MEIS but for Services
Sector there is no new policy being introduced. The government
will have to think of something new to offer similar to RoDTEP
considering the services sector especially Tour Operators who do
not get ITC as being enjoyed by MEIS and there is no GST on
export of goods. We need something better mechanism and
percentage refund on our total GST application to counter the
competition from our neighbouring countries. For continues
growth of inbound tourism we request for similar incentives to
continue so that we can pass on the benefits and added value to
our foreign tour operators and spend funds on promotion and
marketing which we are doing presently by the funds which we
are getting through SEIS scrips.



ii) Cascading effect of GST on Tour Operators Services which need
correction. After the implementation of GST with effect from 1st
July 2017, tourism has been heavily taxed and the average tax
on tourism industry works out to in the range of 18% to 23%.
This has resulted loss of business for the small and medium sized
tour operators. Many foreign tour operators (FTOs) have started
avoiding selling India as a tourist destination and instead they
are promoting our neighbouring countries like Nepal, Bhutan, Sri
Lanka etc. where taxes are between 6-8% only. This causes not
only loss of business for the Indian tour operators but loss for the
country as a whole in terms of both foreign exchange receipts and
direct/indirect employment. IATO suggests that either GST may
be levied @ 18% on the 10% mark-up (deemed value) so that
effective rate of tax on package cost works out to 1.8% of gross
billing with no ITC. Alternatively, the gross value may be taxed at
18% GST and input tax credit on all input services including
hotels and restaurants may be allowed on actual basis.

iii) We have another impact of TCS, which is double GST on our
Package Tours which we are selling to foreign tourists for Nepal,
Bhutan, Sri Lanka etc. combine with India Tour Packages or
standalone package. Tax Collection at Source (TCS) on foreign
tourists for booking of foreign package tours by the Indian tour
operators should be withdrawn immediately as foreign tour
operators are avoiding booking of tours of Nepal, Sri Lanka,
Maldives and other neighbouring countries to avoid 5% additional
tax as TCS, which is a big loss not only for the tour operators but
also for our country.

iv) Recently there is an incentive scheme floated by the government
for the Champion Sector, it has been sent to all foreign offices
that if you send tourists you will get US$ 25 and US $50
respectively. As requested by IATO earlier also, this scheme
should be applicable to Indian Tour Operators only who all are
recognised by the Ministry. Also this needs to be simplified as
there are lacunas like asking copy of boarding pass, stamped
passport etc. which is very difficult.

We have requested the Ministry to call for a meeting where we can discuss

the above so that our Ministry can take these forward at the earliest
possible.

Thursday, 14" October

» IATO Requested MoT to look into pending issues
Regarding 1) Criteria for Issuance of Commercial Airport
Entry Passes (AEP) for the Tour Operators and 2)
Guidelines for Airport Entry Passes

Criteria for Issuance of Commercial Airport Entry Passes (AEP) for the Tour
Operators:- The criteria for issuance of Commercial Airport Entry Passes for
the inbound tour operators and hotels was revised last year after detailed



deliberations between Ministry of Tourism and Ministry of Civil Aviation. In this
regard attached, please find a copy of letter from Ministry of Tourism
Government of India letter dated 23rd July 2020 for your ready reference (Copy
enclosed).

As per the revised guidelines of Ministry of Tourism, Government of India,
effective from 8th December 2020, (copy enclosed) there is no separate category
of Inbound Tour Operators and as per the revised guidelines, MoT Recognition
approval letter is given as “Tour Operator”, (sample copy enclosed) whereas in
the criteria for Airport Entry Passes it is specifically mentioned “Inbound Tour
Operators”

Now, when our members are applying for airport entry pass they are being
refused, BCAs is asking for letter/certificate of MoT Recognition as “Inbound
Tour Operator" as BCAs is not aware of this change in the New Guidelines for
the tour operators dated 8t December 2020.

We requested the Ministry to take up with Ministry of Civil Aviation and
Bureau of Civil Aviation Security to issue revised guidelines to all their
Regional Directors of revised guidelines of the Ministry of Tourism dated
8th December 2020 for issuing new airport passes.

Procedure and Guidelines for Airport Entry Passes Guidelines for Airport
Entry Passes:- We have not received the revised guidelines so far and requested
to send us the revised procedure and guidelines so that our members can apply
for airport pass as per the revised procedure and guidelines.

Balance Sheet of 2019-20 to be considered for turnover requirement for
Airport Pass:- As there is zero inbound tourism business since March 2020
and members who are applying for Airport Entry Pass will not be able to meet
the turn over requirement for the financial years 2020-21 and 2021-22 as the
inbound tourism has not yet started. Therefore, it has been requested that for
getting airport pass, turnover requirement may kindly be considered on the
basis of turnover for the financial year 2019-20.

A copy of the above letter was also sent to Mrs. Usha Padhee, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Civil Aviation.

> Loan of Rs 10 Lakh to MoT recognised Tourism sevice
providers

IATO wrote to Additional Director General (Tourism) that NCGTC has issued
guidelines and FAQs regarding loan of Rs 10 lakh to the tour operators as was
announced by the Hon’ble Finance Minister. However, banks are refusing to
entertain this request made by our members for loan. ADG (Tourism) has
assured to look into this in next week. A copy of this was sent to Secretary and
Director General, Ministry of Tourism Government of India.

2. Webinars/ Panel
Discussions/Circulars/Meetings

Segment 2 update sequence by date: 4,7,8,9,11,12,14 October



Monday, 4™ October

» IATO delegation for Buddhist Tourism FAM 4-8 October
2021 to Bodhgaya, Varanasi organised by MOT GOI in
association with IRCTC, Govt of Bihar and Govt of Uttar
Pradesh.

President IATO welcomed the Hon’ble MOS Shri Ajay Bhatt
who flagged off the tour at the Safdarjung Railway Station.




Presentation by COO at Varanasi on the 7t October
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highlighted the efforts being undertaken to
amplify Buddhist Circuit as a 365 days'
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FAM TC

wWCrC

PMO India and 9 others

O 1 T 2 O 9 3



Dokt e Oty At rve e

= -
o -

N S

-~ “ARCHAEOLOGICA]

LS\

B




Thursday, 7" October

» All Members were informed about the Tourist Visas being
resumed with effect from 15th October 2021 for Chartered
Flights and with effect from 15th November for others

All Covid-19, protocols and norms notified by Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare need to be adhered to by the foreign tourists.

A copy of the Press Release issued by PIB was attached - available on the
following

https:/ /pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1761795

Friday, 8" October

» IATO team visits Gujarat to discuss the Annual Convention
Meeting with Mr Hareet Shukla, Seci Tourism Gujarat
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https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1761795

Saturday,9" October

» All Tour Operators & Travel Agents were detailed on the
International Buddhist Conclave on 17 to 21 November 2021

Monday,11t" October

» 36t IATO Convention to take place in Gandhinagar from 16-
19 December 2021. All members were informed

Tuesday, 12" October

» All Active Members were informed on the Fam Tour to be
organised by UP Tourism from 1 - 4 November 2021 for
celebration of Deep Utsav

> Inputs/suggestions for revival of tourism after the
announcement of opening of tourist visa were sought from all
members

Thursday 14" October

» All Active Members were informed on the Invitation for India
Travel Mart (ITM) Dehradun, 9-11 November, 2021

3. Media Coverage

Segment 3 update sequence by date:3,6,7,8,9,10,11,13
October

Sunday,3" October
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Wednesday,6" October

» Indian industry proposes free Covid insurance to foreign

tourists, re-starting scheduled international flights
http://www.uniindia.com/travel-industry-proposes-free-covid-insurance-to-foreign-tourists-re-
starting-scheduled-international-flights/business-economy/news/2525436.html|

Thursday, 7" October
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On the auspicious first day of Navratra, the Indian 3 SASQO
Government announced the resumption of Tourist Visa E:r!u'i‘¥,‘= 3"«"2‘:?”‘4-3-5:
for Foreigners coming to India through chartered flights !

with effect from 15th October 2021 and others from 15th
November 2021.

Mr Rajiv Mehra. President of - Indian Association of Tour
Operators, thanked the Honourable Prime Minister, Home
Minister and Tourism Minister for considering their
request in resuming the tourist visa. Rajiv Mehra said,
“This is very encouraging for the tourism industry, and we
hope the inbound tourism will start to some extent and
will give a sigh of relief to the tourism industry
stakeholders.”
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http://www.uniindia.com/travel-industry-proposes-free-covid-insurance-to-foreign-tourists-re-starting-scheduled-international-flights/business-economy/news/2525436.html
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Friday, 8" October
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percent of the Indian economy. Rajiv Mehra,
president of the Indian Association of Tour
Operators (IATO), welcomed Thursday's
announcement. “This is a very encouraging
for the tourism industry and we hope the
inbound tourism would start to some extent
and will give sigh of relief to the tourism
industry stakeholders,” Mehra said in a
statement. — AFP

» India to allow foreign tourists travelling by chartered flights

from October 15, rest from November 15
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/india-to-allow-foreign-tourists-travelling-
by-chartered-flights-from-october-15-rest-from-november-15/articleshow/86841579.cms

» Tourism Industry welcomes the move to restart issuing of

Visas to overseas tourists
https://m.economictimes.com/industry/services/travel/tourism-industry-welcomes-the-move-to-
restart-issuing-of-visas-to-overseas-tourists/articleshow/86844609.cms

https://thegreaterindia.in/news/business/tourism-industry-welcomes-the-move-to-restart-issuing-of-
visas-to-overseas-tourists/

» Government-to-start-issuing-tourist-visa-to-foreigners-

travelling-to-india-from-october-15
https://travel.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/ministry/government-to-start-issuing-tourist-visa-
to-foreigners-travelling-to-india-from-october-15/86841268

» India-open-tourists-october-15

https://news.yahoo.com/india-open-tourists-october-15-140256228.html

» India-welcomes-foreign-tourists

https://newsbeezer.com/viethameng/india-welcomes-foreign-tourists/

https://remonews.com/vietnameng/india-welcomes-foreign-tourists/

https://newsfounded.com/vietnameng/india-welcomes-foreign-tourists/

» Foreign-tourists-to-be-allowed-in-india-from-november-15


https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/india-to-allow-foreign-tourists-travelling-by-chartered-flights-from-october-15-rest-from-november-15/articleshow/86841579.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/india-to-allow-foreign-tourists-travelling-by-chartered-flights-from-october-15-rest-from-november-15/articleshow/86841579.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/industry/services/travel/tourism-industry-welcomes-the-move-to-restart-issuing-of-visas-to-overseas-tourists/articleshow/86844609.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/industry/services/travel/tourism-industry-welcomes-the-move-to-restart-issuing-of-visas-to-overseas-tourists/articleshow/86844609.cms
https://thegreaterindia.in/news/business/tourism-industry-welcomes-the-move-to-restart-issuing-of-visas-to-overseas-tourists/
https://thegreaterindia.in/news/business/tourism-industry-welcomes-the-move-to-restart-issuing-of-visas-to-overseas-tourists/
https://travel.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/ministry/government-to-start-issuing-tourist-visa-to-foreigners-travelling-to-india-from-october-15/86841268
https://travel.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/ministry/government-to-start-issuing-tourist-visa-to-foreigners-travelling-to-india-from-october-15/86841268
https://news.yahoo.com/india-open-tourists-october-15-140256228.html
https://newsbeezer.com/vietnameng/india-welcomes-foreign-tourists/
https://remonews.com/vietnameng/india-welcomes-foreign-tourists/
https://newsfounded.com/vietnameng/india-welcomes-foreign-tourists/

https://news.knowledia.com/IN/en/articles/foreign-tourists-to-be-allowed-in-india-from-november-
15-f57fb488942b60a2296c3671df239f02889f4e9b

» Faith-Associations--thank-PM,-MHA-and-MOT-on-planned-
resumption--of-inbound-tourism-from-15-Nov

http://www.travelworldonline.in/tour-operators-news-detail.aspx?news=Faith-Associations--thank-
PM,-MHA-and-MOT-on-planned-resumption--of-inbound-tourism-from-15-Nov

» Govt-announcement-to-open-t-visa-brings-cheer-within-the-
tourism-trade

https://times-us.com/govt-announcement-to-open-t-visa-brings-cheer-within-the-tourism-trade-et-

travelworld/
Saturday,9™" October

> Tourism industry hails Centre’s move on resuming visa
services from Oct 15

https://www.travelturtle.world/news/tourism-industry-hails-centres-move-on-resuming-visa-services-

from-oct-15/
Sunday,10*" October

> IATO 36th IATO Annual Convention to take place in
Gandhinagar from 16 -19 December, 2021

https://www.travelturtle.world/news/iato-36th-iato-annual-convention-to-take-place-in-
gandhinagar-from-16-19-december-2021/

Monday,11t" October

Monday, October 1T, 2027
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State Tourism Board of Chhattisgarh launches
‘Ram Van Gaman Tourism Circuit’ in Chandkhuri

GMR to invest Rs 6300 crore for
Hyderabad Internatlonal Airport expansion
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IATO 36th IATO Annual Convention to take
place at Leela Gandhinagar from 16 -19 Dec.

Mr Rajiv Mchea, Pr JoNt IATO said.  We Delicve
December would BE The APDPropeate tme (o haswe
convention. it wall Boost conficdoence In INntermations
travellors and sericd o e message that india is safe
and ready for Dusiness,

Mr Motra mentoned, “The Stupendous Success of
LY DIEWOLS COMVENTIOn Nas riscd He expectations
of the members and sponsors. Mo than 900 dologates are
e 3 days Convention. The IATO comention is always oag

E- ticket to travel
the comfort of your couch

by all.” he
ackded rult sy ar . 2\ .

UNWTO and NEOM Launch “Tourism Experiences
of the Future’ Challenge

1 Tournm Expuonuences of the Futiaie’ Challenge
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modcels related 1o the tounisen Noeds of the futuee, T(’x"lr 1brT] T s r N
W IOE WL Qrowing demand for New experiences

Al Proposals Must De g with the Sustunabie - c
Devetopment Goals and should Include the Intro . ;
duction or adaptation of digitsy and technological

atemeonts.  I®  OpHMisirg and maxemmsing e poteritiel af Cxponerstusl urmm Kerala Govt sets up Revolving Fund
T Harnesiing o Bosithve mpact of now lechnology ANCTNALIVe DusiNess O SUpPpPOort tourism sector workers
modcls and INNovative experiences Kerala Government has set up a Revolving
- Fund to provide interest-froe jloans up to Rs
IND ’Al.\g‘ INDAAH 10,000 to those employed in a wide range of
o <an ActVItIos In tourism sector without any collat-
e S insiaht eral security, as part of schomces to revive the
P | - s sig pandemic-hit Industry that provides jobs to
n into thhe thousands across the state
3 _ As por the Government Order issued In this
b L . AR LT g=te ISR | oorct the Revolving Funa has an initial

— Bewsen” 5 Shopta. = corpus of Rs 10 crore, Tourism Minister Shri P

A Mohamed Riyas saed, "This fund comes

Vadodara Travel Agents Association was launched | When the tourlsm zector is poised for the

ost-pandemic surge. ANl those who are
under the presldentshlp of Manish Shah. ".vork‘.ng In this vital {.cclor can avall the ben-
The official Launch of the Visdodars Travd Agent Assocus -.—;.‘—‘-’.‘._ - ofit of this scheme ta revivie tThoir aclivitics
st undor Hhe ~4 . \ the Ministor saic

Those who are employcd m ANy tourism roe-
ated aoluvitios with membersiug m any of
the registered tourism sector organizations
will be ehigible for the loan under the
scheme. Those cngaged In units registered
wnder the Responsible Tourism [RT] mission
are also entitled 1o apply for the loan
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pressdentship of Maresh SShan. Frominerst digeltanos of
the Oty  wxiudes Member of Parllwnent. Moyor of
Vadodara, Ky of Vadodara, Noeerw Muniii, Cormnmer
clal Manager Gularm Towrism, graced the occasion
Manigh Shah sand,” We wanteo i« e & plasform
whers Dur sgerts cAn mect. Hetwoek and dncuss currenit ©hallenges in the bosiness. As »

Uit front, Fopr esortation also BeCnmes eater 1O vianous gowernemort arwd Hon-govern-
ment bodies i tmes of neeed

For media coverage malil to: info@travelworidonline.in

Tuesday, 12" October

Mr Rajiv Mehra, President IATO speaks on the 36t IATO Convention

to be held in Gandhi Nagar Gujarat 16-19 December 2021.
https://fb.watch/8ALMVHgAzO/
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Eastern Cape Tourism seeks to see the
region included in more packages to South Africa
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MOT meets inbound associations to plan
overseas promotions, including Dubai Expo 2020
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Malaysia announces reopening of Langkawi
as pilot project to revive the nation’s tourism
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Hotels in the region haven't been able to get
any relaxation on property tax: HRA East India
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I'm very bullish on intemational opportunities:
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Holiday Inn Express in Jaipur
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IATO convention in Gandhinagar

Indian Assoclation of Tour Operators (IATO), has announced that Its 36" IATO Annual
Convention will be held in Gandhinagar In Gujarat from December 16-19, 2021, There will
also be post-convention tours for attendees, keeping all safety protocols in mind,
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4. Chapter News
Segment 4 update sequence by date:1,12,14 October

Friday 1°* October
» Chapter Chair Bihar & Jharkhand
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» On the 1st Chapter Chair J&K had a meeting with Tourism
Minister Govt of India, and Addl DG and was the spokesperson
on behalf of all the Tour Operator Bodies and deliberated on
key issues

e MDA to be enhanced up to 50%

e One time bailout Package to be given besides interest waiver and interest
free loans to stand up again.

e Tour Operators is the only tourism society which retained its staff paid
salaries and even sold assets & jewellery to pay to staff only to ensure
they don’t turn up anti nationals or work against the society.

e Business loss insurance is important besides Gouvtt should restart
confidence building measures to bring back tourism immediately with
removing travel restrictions at the earliest.

e Hon’ble Tourism Minister was also requested that he should take up with
FINMIN to remove 5% GST on the packages tour operators lose business
since clients book directly with hotels to save from this 5% menace

Tuesday, 12" October




RT3 8-10 W 7 A ST §Fean 2 e

ETE T i 2ae  URIReATH A% ¥ S9Es, o
&-__

Thursday 14" October

» Brigadier Hukum Singh Baisla, 39 GTC, cantonment Varanasi
felicitating co chapter chairman UP during a cultural event.
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