Update on IATO Activities
Tuesday,16™ November to Tuesday, 30t November 2021
Dear Members,
Greetings!

Please find appended relevant activities of our association for the period (Tuesday,16"
November to Tuesday, 30" November 2021)

Segments covered are

1. Communication / Letters that addressed key issues

2. Webinars/ Panel Discussions/Circulars/Meetings/Chapter news
3. Media Coverage

4. Chapter News

Request your feedback to further the content of our weekly report.

1. Webinars/ Panel Discussions/Circulars/Meetings
Segment 2 update sequence by date:18,20,22,25,26 29,November

Thursday, 18" November

» IATO Luncheon Meeting, Shri Hareet Shukla, Secretary Tourism, Gujarat, invites
IATO members to the 36" IATO Convention at Gandhinagar Gujarat 16-18 December
2021
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> No Entry Fee to be charged at all ASI Monuments on Friday, the 19" November 2021.
All Members were informed

Saturday,20t November

» Webinar on Tamil Nadu - Land of Architectural Heritage — Part 1 was organised on
Saturday at 1100 - 1200 hrs on 20th Nov, 2021,

» All members were informed regarding Participation in FITUR, 19-23 January, 2022

Monday, 22" November

> All Members were informed on the invitation to The Himalayan Monal Indian AERO
Fest 2021 at Khajjiar Chamba.

Thursday,25t" November

» SEPC webinar “Export Promotion Schemes for Global Market Access: A detailed
insight” was organised on 25th November 2021 at 1130 to 1300 hours on Zoom. All
members were informed

Friday, 26" November

All Members were informed of the Special Fare on IndiGo Airlines for the 36" IATO Annual
Convention, 16 — 19 December 2021, Gandhinagar, Gujarat.

Monday, 29" November

> All Members (Recognized by the Ministry of Tourism Govt. of India) were informed
regarding the Participation in ITB Berlin, 09th -13th March, 2022.

2. Media Coverage
Segment 3 update sequence by date:16,17,18,19,22,24,26,27 November

Tuesday, 16" November

The New York Times https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/15/world/india-reopens-to-
vaccinated-travelers-as-more-asian-countries-loosen-travel-rules.html 1/2
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/15/world/india-reopens-to-vaccinated-travelers-as-
more-asian-countries-loosen-travelrules.html India reopens to vaccinated travelers as
more Asian countries loosen travel rules.
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By Sameer Yasir and Jin Yu Young Nov. 15, 2021 Updated 11:23 a.m. ET The Indian
government announced on Monday that it would allow vaccinated foreign visitors into
the country for the first time

India reopens to vaccinated travelers as more Asian countries loosen travel rules. - The
Indian government announced on Monday that it would allow vaccinated foreign visitors
into the country for the first time in more than 20 months, delivering a boost to a battered
tourism industry as coronavirus cases ease and vaccinations pick up across Asia. As India
emerges from a devastating second wave of the virus last spring — with new cases averaging
about 20,000 daily, down from a peak of more than 400,000 — it has begun to allow
guarantine-free entry to fully inoculated tourists from 99 reciprocating countries.

In 2020, the country drew just 2.74 million foreign tourists, down from 10.93 million the
previous year, according to government data. Before the pandemic, tourism constituted about
7 percent of the country’s economic output and brought in $30 billion in foreign exchange in
2019. Last month, India said it would resume allowing chartered flights, although few have
arrived because those flights tend to be booked far in advance. Monday’s announcement
expands the rule to all flights from 99 countries that allow vaccinated Indian travelers. But
travelers from several major countries — including China, Britain and Canada — are not
included because their countries have not reopened to visitors from India.

Rajiv Mehra, a top official at the Indian Association of Tour Operators, said that it would
take months before the new arrivals would start making an impact on local economies.
But he said that it was a sign of confidence in the country’s vaccination rollout that
visitors from so many countries will be allowed to come in without going into quarantine.

India Coronavirus Cases » Source: Center for Systems Science and Engineering (CSSE) at
Johns Hopkins University. The daily average is calculated with data that was reported in the
last seven days. India recently administered its billionth vaccine dose, and more than 30
percent of the eligible population has been fully vaccinated. But a sluggish start to the vaccine
campaign, and a prolonged lockdown in 2020, have taken a toll. According to the National
Council of Applied Economic Research, a private think tank, more than 10 million people in
the tourism industry lost their jobs in just a threemonth period last year. The government plans
to issue 500,000 free visas to bolster tourism. “We are taking baby steps and we will see a
good turnout in numbers in coming months,” said Jyoti Mayal, the president of the Travel
Agents Association of India, a private trade body. “We are working hard to tell tourists to
come and visit India and it is safe.” India joins a host of Asian countries that are lifting travel
restrictions on foreign tourists. South Korea and Singapore initiated a travel arrangement on
Monday that allows fully vaccinated visitors to travel to either country without having to
guarantine. South Korea plans to open more international travel lanes with neighboring
countries as it moves toward a phased reopening. Cambodia, which has fully vaccinated 80
percent of its population, according to the Our World in Data project at the University of
Oxford, also ended its quarantine for inbound vaccinated travelers on Monday. All time Last
90 days Feb. 2020 Jun. Oct. Feb. 2021 Jun. Oct. 7—day average 100,000 200,000 300,000
cases 11/16/21, 7:01 AM India reopens to vaccinated travelers as more Asian countries loosen
travel rules. - The New York Times https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/15/world/india-
reopens-to-vaccinated-travelers-as-more-asian-countries-loosen-travel-rules.html 2/2 Sameer
Yasir is a reporter for The New York Times, covering the intersection of identity politics,
conflicts and society. He joined The Times in 2020 and is based in New Delhi. @sameeryasir
Jin Yu Young reports on South Korea and other countries in Asia from the Seoul newsroom.
She joined The Times in 2021. @Jin_charl
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India Starts Issuing Tourist Visas to Foreigners

But travel service
providers say response
has been lukewarm so far

Anumeha.Chaturvedi
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: India has begun issuing tou-
ISt VISas to overseas wavellers after su
t 1n thewake of the Covid19

in h 2020, but vi-
ce providers said the response has been
iukewarmsofac

Last mongh, the Union home minisery
had said 1t would begin granting fresh tou-
rist visas to forelgners coming to India
through chartered fiight with effect from
October 15, It had also sald that forelgn tou-
rists coming o India from flights other
than chartered aireraft would be able todo
sowitheffect from November 15,

“Therulas have been inconsistent and
the air bubble arrangement flIghts are
full. The fares are also very steep, Why
would tourists come at these rates?" sa
id Rajeev Kohli, joint managing direc
tor, Creative Travel. “Noneof ourover-
seas partners have expressed
any interest. Customers ha-
ve choices and the other
countries have been ea-
sing restrictions, They
also want to rebulld

soclation of India, satdshe
Wil wrie a letter to the mi-

nistries f civil aviaion, wu- s /NDA

rism, external affalrs and three
other ministries on Tuesday urging
thetn to resume C!

Won't happen uniess flight prices become
Teasonable. Lesure travellers won't come
otherwisa” shesald.

Rajiv Mehra, president of the Indian
Assoclationof Tour Operators, satd the
alr bubble flight fares are probably

three to four times the normal fa.

res. “The government must
look at operating the fiights
as per the bilateral agree-
ments which were in pla-
cebefore March last year.

Also, e-tourist visas ha-

venotopened for Canada
J andthe UK. TheUK isa
Dbig source market. The
4 response would be low

and 1t could stay so for
months,” hesatd.

R Parthiban, director, Swags-
tam Tours, sald while there have boen
fssues™ with some countries,

n-
ternational fllghts. "Alr bubble flights
won'the: g

Essential travel will happen but ourtsm

there has also been & lot of amblguity re-
ng travel rules and requirements
such as RT-PCR tests and quarantining.

Wednesday, 17" November

PUBLIC EYE

the

poeunty




PUBLIC EYE

Thursday, 18™" November

» 1ATO paves the way for ‘Brand India- The Road to recovery’

https://www.travelturtle.world/news/iato-paves-the-way-for-brand-india-the-road-to-recovery/

Friday,19t" November

» VP IATO and Chapter Chair UP with the Secretary Tourism UP at the Deepotsav in
Ayodhya


https://www.travelturtle.world/news/iato-paves-the-way-for-brand-india-the-road-to-recovery/

RAVI GOSAIN, Vice President

Indian Association of Tour Operators (IATO)
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> We are finalising a new model whereby seaplane services sustain in Gujarat: Tourism
Secretary ..

https://travel.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/ministry/we-are-finalising-a-new-
model-whereby-seaplane-services-sustain-in-qujarat-tourism-secretary/87792587

» |ATO Maharashtra holds first physical networking meet after lockdown.
https://traveltradejournal.com/iato-maharashtra-holds-first-physical-networking-
meet-after-lockdown/

Monday, 22"4 November

Tourism Breaking News

India Touwrsm and IATO
conduct roadshow in Purjoe
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Canada to recognise Covaxin from
November 30

Effective Novembe
the list of

e list wil mclude Smop
and COVAXIN matching the World
Organization Emergency Use Listing.

IATO Maharashtra holds first physical
networking meet after lockdown

IATO Maharashtra organised a networking dinner
meet on 19th November at Sun-n-Sand Hotel in
Mumbai for their members. The geysn:al event
was well anended by many mem from the
fumbai region. Details were shared about the |
oming 36th IATO Annual Convention to be
gom l%th to 19th December 2021

Vietnam Ambassador hints increase
in tourist footfall soon at Bodh Caya
Addressing members of Bodh Gaya Temple Adviso
Board (B%B) on Saturday, Vxeg:aams Kmbassa 3
to India, Pham Sanh Chau, said, "The Mahabodhi
Temple is a matter of tﬂ:dc for the people of Bihar.

Gaya is one of the most important Buddhist
.‘_ﬂgni_nage gentres in the world. e are quite sure

Wednesday, 24" November

Tourism Breaking News



Reunite #INABUDHABI- Luxury IATO Manarashira hoids

webinar on 26" Nov at 11:30am IST sachidantodd sl

Novemter at 11308 ST Gata chanceto leam wt Ty ? v

ﬁ upscale expedences, kawious stay opons, W 5 ¥ = r ‘y» '
anng and entertanment opuions. To jon e wedl J“ - o
10 pspreet kar@ddppl com or cal + 91 96501985,

‘Wedding clients will spend more on
entertainment as new concepts arise’

(Ore of e aschent ackocatess of nan-saya dtes for waddogs

Ragev Jan MO, Rashi Entertainmert, belevas ht e =" a8 ]
A Indian wedding ndusty wif wiress @ significant risz as the g -
pandemic eases, I beleve that by 2022 we wil winess Indore 'OPS list of Cleanest

feany ntrrnasons weddngs. The clent wil spend more on
p enteriaiment 35 new concepts ans2,” he sy

Cities in India for 5* year

> President and IPP IATO at the Launch of All your travel solutions Mobile App by
TWO Media

Revolutionary and
one of its kind
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Friday, 26t November

> India allows scheduled Commercial flights from December 15th

http://www.uniindia.com/news/business-economy/india-allows-scheduled-commercial-
international-flights-from-dec-15/2575257.html

Saturday, 27" November

» India to allow resumption of international flights from December 15

e https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/regular-international -
flights-likely-from-december-15-except-for-countries-where-covid-not-under-
control/articleshow/87927523.cms

» India-allows-scheduled-commercial-international-flights-from-dec-15
e http://www.uniindia.com/india-allows-scheduled-commercial-international -flights-
from-dec-15/business-economy/news/2575257.html

> International scheduled flights to start from December 15
e https://hospitality.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/travel/international-scheduled-
flights-to-start-from-december-15/87941879

» |ATO Welcomes Resumption of International Flight Operations but Wants More

e https://eturbonews.com/3009873/iato-welcomes-resumption-of-international-flight-
operations-but-wants-more/
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e https://www.newsbreak.com/news/2446071203936/iato-welcomes-resumption-of-
international-flight-operations-but-wants-more

» Worldwide Flights India: Common worldwide flights seemingly from December 15,
apart from nations the place Covid not beneath management | India Enterprise
Information

e https://www.thetimesoftruth.com/worldwide-flights-india-common-worldwide-flights-
seemingly-from-december-15-apart-from-nations-the-place-covid-not-beneath-
management-india-enterprise-information/

3. Chapter News
Segment 4 update sequence by date:16,19,20,23 November

Tuesday,16™ November
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» On (16th November 2021) on behalf of IATO Chapter Chair Gujarat attended

Parliamentary Standing Committee meeting at Statue of Unity-Kevadia and raised points
in front of committee as per time slot given and requested them to take the same to further
to concern authority.

KEY POINTS FOR GUJARAT

Flight connectivity to be improved to the State and particular the Bhuj sector as Rann
Utsav Festival starting from November to Mid February every year and this period is also
for foreign tourist visit to the Kutch area. As there is only one flight from Bhuj to Mumbai
currently and no flights are there to Delhi or any major cities of India. Requested them to
look into it & if it is no viable for the airline to operate round the year than they can at
least try and operate for 06 months from October to March.

Porbandar port to be developed as per international standard which would encourage
Cruise Ships to come Porbandar as currently Ships come in morning and leave before it
gets dark as Porbandar port does not have night berthing facility. As Porbandar will be
ideal if Cruise Ships doc for overnight than from Porbandar we can cover key destination
like Sasan Gir, Somnath , Dwarka which will bring mass tourism to the State.

Requested also for waving of ASI monuments fee for 01 year which would be a great
help in getting tourism back to normalcy.

Friday,19t" November

» Hony Secretary at the Maharashtra Chapter Meeting

INDIAN ASSOCIATION O TOUR OPERATORS

MAHARASTRA CHAPTER l l
Y

n

FATO MEMBER-YOUR RELIABLE PARTNER




MUMBAL INDIA

Mask & Up
Travel Safe!

Edited & Published by Shallendra Kosari * For Online News visit: www safariplus co.in

NETWORKING MEET OF

IATO's Western Region first physical meeting after the lockdown
was held on Friday, the 19th November 2021 at Sun-N-Sand
Mumbal. Mr. Jitendra Kejriwal, Chairman IATO Maharashtra
and Dadra Nagar Havell & Daman Chapter; Mr N S Rathor and
Mr. Rajnish Kaistha, Hony Secretary IATO addressed the
Western Region members and invited them personally for the
36th IATO Annual C being held In

from 16-19 December 2021, Ms. Bhavan, Assistant Director,
IndiaTourism and Mr. Ajay Prakash, Pressient TAF1 were the
Guest. The event was well attended by the IATO members and
Trade partners from Travel Fraternity
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Saturday,20"" November

» EC Member at the Odisha Chapter Meeting




Tuesday,23" November

» Award by GM Go Air for Chapter Chair Maharashtra
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